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REVIEW: 
the Reformers before the Reformers

ISSUE REFORMERS METHODS RESULTS

Scripture Waldensians Memorized 
Scripture

Martyred

Papacy Conciliar
Movement

Councils Succeeded 
partially

Papacy Ockham Wrote books Later 
influence

Corruption of 
the Church

Dante Wrote Inferno Influence 
great

Corruption of 
the Church

Savanorola Preached Martyred



England, 14th Century

• Holy War against Muslims in the East

• Famines, Pestilence and Death

• Church Sex Scandals blamed on Celibacy

• Church protects Priests from Civil and Criminal 
Courts

• Church extremely  wealthy with poverty 
everywhere

• Renaissance “AD FONTES”

• End Times Mania: Pope believed to be Antichrist



John Wycliffe
c. 1330-1384

• Doctor-of-divinity degree from Oxford 
in 1372. 

• Oxford under Wycliffe becomes  the 
spiritual center of England. University 
begins to look to the Scriptures for 
authority and truth. 

• Powerful and frequent preacher

• 1376 writes Civil Dominion calling for 
reforms in the Church

• 1382 is expelled from Oxford University 
because of his opposition to traditional 
Church doctrines.

Oxford University



SOLA SCRIPTURA
Scripture alone



Wycliffe on Authority of Scripture

• Scriptures are the 

authority for every 

Catholic tenet. They 

are the Law of 

Christ, the Law of 

God, the Word of 

God, the Book of 

Life—liber vitae. 



Wycliffe on the Inerrancy of Scripture

• This book is the whole truth which 
every Christian should study. It is the 
measure and standard of all logic. 
Logic, as in Oxford, changes very 
frequently, yea, every twenty years, 
but the Scriptures are yea, yea and 
nay, nay. They never change. They 
stand to eternity. All logic, all law, all 
philosophy and all ethic are in them. 
As for the philosophy of the pagan 
world, only whatever it offers that is 
in accord with the Scriptures is true. 

• . 



Wycliffe on the Sufficiency of Scripture

• All things necessary 
to belief for salvation 
are found in the 
Bible.

• Scriptures are the 
immaculate law of 
the Lord, most true, 
most complete and 
most wholesome



RCC Vs. Wycliffe on Scripture

Bible

• God  Speaks in 
Bible

Church

• Church Interprets 
God’s Word

Christians
• Obey the Church

Bible

• God  
Speaks in 
Bible

Christians

• Obey the 
Bible



SOLA FIDE
Faith alone



Wycliffe on Celibacy, Rituals and 
Purgatory

Required Celibacy is not 
approved by God.  The 
Roman Church is a 
synagogue of Satan.  
Roman rituals are mere 
magic and the craft of the 
devil. Purgatory is an 
invention.



SOLA GRATIA
Grace alone



Wycliffe Condemns 

Indulgences/Treasury of Merit

―Neither the pope, nor the 
Lord Jesus Christ, can 
grant dispensations, or 
give indulgences to any 
man, except as the Deity 
has eternally determined 
by his just counsel.. . . ―

• From The Trialogus



SOLO CHRISTO
Christ alone



Wycliffe on the 
Mass/Communion 

Lord’s Supper

• Denied the doctrine of 
transubstantiation: 
Christ was ―spiritually 
present‖ and was 
―apprehended by faith.‖ 

If a mouse finds and 
eats crumbs from the 
Host, does he thereby 

eat Christ’s body?



SOLI DEO GLORIA
To God Alone be the Glory



Wycliffe on the Church

• Church Rules Need not be 
Obeyed

• Church too rich, should 
return to poverty and give 
up earthly possession..

• Denied Apostolic 
Succession

• true church is the Body of 
Christ, not the visible 
organization on earth. 



Wycliffe on the Clergy

• [Clergy] run fast, by land and 
by water, in great peril of body 
and soul, to get rich benefices; 
but they will not knowingly go 
a mile to preach the gospel,

•
• From How the Office of Curates is 

Ordained of God



Wycliffe on Church and 
State

• 1374 Named by 
Edward III to a 
deputation to discuss 
English differences 
with the papacy, he 
represented the 
government in its 
attempts to limit the 
church's power in 
England. 

“The dignities and privileges 
that Rome bestows are not 
worth a fly’s foot.  Men should 
shake away the laws the Pope 
has made and return to the 
laws of God.”



Indictments of 
Wycliffe 

• Wycliffe Accused of Teaching:
– That the material substance of 

bread and the material 
substance of wine remain in 
the Sacrament of the altar. 

– That Christ is not in the 
Sacrament essentially and 
really, in his own corporeal 
presence. 

– That if a bishop or priest be in 
mortal sin he does not ordain, 
consecrate or baptize. 

– That it is not laid down in the 
Gospel that Christ ordained the 
Mass. 

– That any deacon or priest may 
preach the word of God apart 
from the authority of the 
Apostolic See or a Catholic 
bishop.



1377 Trial of Wycliffe for Heresy

• Teachings declared erroneous and the pope called for his arrest.



1380, Pope Gregory XI

Condemns Wycliffe’s Teachings



1380-1384 Begins Translating Bible
Into English

• Wycliffe translated Bible into English from Latin

• No Printing Press Yet

• sent out preachers to take the message of the Bible to the people.



John Wycliffe’s Bible



Vernacular Poet and 

Wycliffe Sympathizer: Chaucer

(ca. 1343-1400)

• 1387The Canterbury Tales.

–new emphasis on 
vernacular literature, or 
literature composed in 
local languages rather than 
in Latin, 

– stories told by a group of 
30 pilgrims who left the 
London suburbs on a 
pilgrimage to the shrine of 
Saint Thomas Becket at 
Canterbury Cathedral.



The Lollards

“We ask God then of 
his supreme goodness 
to reform our church, 
as being entirely out of 
joint, to the perfection 
of its first beginning.”

(The Lollard Conclusions)



Practices of the Lollards

• ―Poor preachers dressed 
in modest russet cloth, 
were spreading 
[Wycliffe’s] beliefs at 
impromptu gatherings 
in churchyards and at 
markets. The bishop of 
Chichester, vexed by 
this new breed of 
unlicensed sermonizers, 
dubbed them ―Bible 
men.‖

– The Faith, B. 
Moynihan, p.295.



The Lollard Conclusions, 1394 
Numbers 1-3

• 1. Church: …began to go mad after temporalities

• 2. Priesthood: Roman priesthood is bestowed with 
signs, rites, and pontifical blessings, of small virtue, 
nowhere exemplified in Holy Scripture. 

• 3. Celebacy: That the law of continence enjoined on 
priests, which was first ordained to the prejudice of 
women, brings sodomy into all the Holy Church . 



The Lollard Conclusions, 1394 
Numbers 4-6

• 4. Eucharist: the pretended miracle of the sacrament 
of bread drives all men, but a few, to idolatry. 

• 5. Exorcisms: That exorcisms and blessings performed 
over wine, bread, water and oil, salt, wax, and incense, 
the stones of the altar, and church walls, over clothing, 
mitre, cross, and pilgrims’ staves, are the [actual 
witchcraft]!

• 6. Church and State A king and a bishop all in one 
person, a prelate and a justice in temporal cause, a 
curate and an officer in worldly service…he that hath 
taken him to the one should not meddle him with the 
other.



The Lollard Conclusions, 1394 
Numbers 7-9

• 7. Prayers for the Dead: special prayers for the dead 
offered in our Church, preferring one before another in 
name, are wrongly founded . . . 

• 8. Pilgramages: That pilgrimages, prayers, and offerings 
made to blind crosses or roods, and to deaf images of 
wood and stone, are pretty well akin to idolatry. . . 

• 9. Confession: That auricular confession which is said to 
be so necessary to the salvation of a man, with its 
pretended power of absolution, exalts the arrogance of 
priests and gives them opportunity of other secret 
colloquies which we will not speak of; for both lords and 
ladies attest that, for fear of their confessors, they dare 
not speak the truth . . .



The Lollard Conclusions, 1394 
Numbers 10-12

• 10. War and Crusades: knights, that run to heathens to get them 
a name in slaying of men, get much maugré of the King of Peace; 
for the meekness and sufferance our belief was multiplied, and 
fighters and manslayers Jesus Christ hates. 

• 11. Nuns: A vow of continence made in our church of 
women…,is cause of bringing in of most horrible sin possible to 
man kind. 

• 12. Extravagance in Churches: the multitude of crafts not 
needful used in our church nourishes much sin in waste, 
curiosity, and disguising. 



William Thorpe’s Lollard Sermon, 1407

• WILLIAM THORPE came unto the town of Shrewsbury, and, through 
leave granted to him to preach, he said openly in St. Chad's Church, in his 
sermon, 

– That the Sacrament of the Altar after the consecration was material 
bread. 

– That images should in no wise be worshipped. 

– That men should not go on any Pilgrimages. 

– That Priests have no title to tithes. 

– That it is not lawful to take oaths.. 

• "For … though [the Pilgrims] that have fleshly wills, travel for their bodies, 
and spend … money to seek and to visit the bones or images, … of this 
saint and of that: such pilgrimage-going is neither praisable nor thankful to 
GOD, nor to any Saint of GOD; since, in effect, all such pilgrims despise 
GOD and all His commandments and Saints. For the commandments of 
GOD they will neither know nor keep, nor conform them to live virtuously 
by example Of CHRIST and of his Saints.' 



Lollard Thorpe Describes Canterbury’s Pilgrim’s

• ―Whosoever will, [examine] twenty of these 
pilgrims..shall not find three men or women that 
know surely a Commandment of GOD , nor can 
say their Pater noster and Ave MARIA nor their 
Credo, readily in any manner of language. And 
as I have learned, and also know somewhat by 
experience of these same pilgrims, telling the 
cause why that many men and women go hither 
and thither now on pilgrimages, it is more for 
the health of their bodies, than of their souls! 
more for to have richesse and prosperity of this 
world, than for to be enriched with virtues in 
their souls! more to have here worldly and 
fleshly friendship, than for to have friendship of 
GOD and of His saints in heaven. For 
whatsoever thing a man or woman doth, the 
friendship of GOD, nor of any other Saint, 
cannot be had without keeping of GOD's 
commandments.' 



Lollards Viewed as a Threat, Outlawed
• Lollards believed that 

– Christianity should be soley based on the 
Bible; 

– everyone should have access to a vernacular 
Bible; 

– everyone should be allowed to interpret its 
meaning for themselves. 

• This posed a threat at the time because the 
Church was the sole authority on the Bible, 
and it was usually its interpretation of the 
Bible that permeated society. 

• Some members of the nobility, including 
some at the King's Court, were attracted to 
Lollard ideas. 

• . Between 1384 and 1396, a large Lollardic 
compilation known as the Floretum was 
produced and widely circulated, as well as 
the Bible translation, and this suggests that 
money and organization were available.



William Sawtrey, 
first Lollard martyr

• Ordered to appear at St. Paul's on February 12, 
1401 and give an account of his teachings. 
Sawtrey said, "Instead of adoring the cross on 
which Christ suffered, I adore Christ who 
suffered on it."

• Accused of teaching: 

– that the bread of the Eucharist after 
consecration was indeed the bread of life, 
but insisted it was just bread all the same. 

– that it was a better use of time to preach to 
the lost than to recite certain prayers. 

– that money spent on pilgrimmages to save 
one's soul would be better spent helping the 
poor. 

• condemned as a heretic. Under the new law, this 
meant he would burn. Through seven steps 
called "degradation" he was removed from 
being a priest and handed over to the secular 
authorities to die. His appeal was denied and he 
was burned to death at Smithfield in front of a 
crowd of spectators. 



The Oldcastle rebellion

• Sir John Oldcastle, 
―Lollard‖ knight

• accused of heresy c. 1410 
–

• He was burned to death 
over a slow fire, the first 
martyr for Christ among 
the English nobility. 

"It is well, though 
you condemn my 
body, you can do 
no harm to my soul 
by the grace of my 
eternal God." 



Wycliffe’s Teachings and 

English Bibles Banned

• 1408 Council of Oxford forbids 

translations of the Scriptures into 

the vernacular unless and until 

they were fully approved by 

Church authority

• 1409 Pope Alexander V publicly 

burns 200 of John Wycliffe's 

writings.



The Council of Constance 1414-1418

• 1418,Constance 

condemned him 

officially as a 

heretic, 

• 1428, his bones 

were dug up and 

burned; ashes 

scattered in river



Lollards Merge Into Reformation

• Lollards movement 

continued in England, and 

still existed at the time 

Luther's teaching broke 

into England at the 

Reformation. 

• A Lollard revival began c. 

1500, and by 1530 the old 

Lollard and the new 

Protestant forces had 

begun to merge. 


