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Karlstadt the Iconoclast

• administered Communion 
in both kinds (bread and 
wine) 

• No Vestments

• No Images

• Services in language of 
people

• wrote a series of tracts 
denouncing, among other 
things, the corporeal 
presence in the 
Eucharist. 



Luther’s 

Reaction to 

Radical 

Reform in 

Wittenberg

• 1522 Luther returned to 
Wittenberg

• Resumed dressing as a 
Monk

• Sermons against 
Karlstadt’s Reforms

• Called those to his left 
Schwärmer (“fanatics”). 

• not until 1526 that he 
provided a vernacular 
liturgy (Deutsche Messe, 
or “German Mass”). 

• Karlstadt was banished



Thomas Muntzer

The Revolutionary 

(1488-1525)

• viewed Luther as a "halfway 
reformer."

• Relied on the "inner word" or “still 
small voice”

• Received revelation through dreams 
and visions

• Advocated the baptism of the Spirit  
with tongues.

• Believed Christ’s return was imminent 
and that Christ would set up Millenial
Kingdom on Earth if people rose up

• 1525 he was arrested and beheaded 

“Dr. Martin Liar is 

a shameless, 

whoring and 

drinking, monk.”



Peasants’ 

Revolt 1525

• In "Twelve Articles" the 
peasants demanded 
freedom from such 
things as unjust rents, 
death taxes, the seizing 
of land by the nobles, 
and so forth.

• Luther approved of the 
suppression of the 
peasants in the 
Peasants' War. Luther 
called for crushing 
them with force of arms 
in "Against the 
Robbing and Murdering 
Hordes of Peasants."



1525, 
The Battle at 

Frankenhausen

The Battle at Frankenhausen

• 8000 peasants met an 

army of German Princes

• Peasants were convinced 

God would intervene, 

return of Christ

• 5000 were killed

• Thomas Muenster was 

found hiding under a bed

"Now is the time 

of harvest. God 

has appointed 

me for this task. 

I've sharpened 

my sickle."



Emergence of the Zurich “Anabaptists”

• Followers of Zwingli in Zurich began to 
hold that the true church of God is 
made up not of all professed 
Christians, who have entered upon 
church membership through baptism 
in infancy, but only of all convinced 
believers, who have received baptism 
as adults in full consciousness of faith 
and who now display in their lives the 
palpable fruit of faith. 

• the very people who had proclaimed 
the Gospel of justification by faith were 
giving the sign of the covenant to 
someone that clearly could not have 
faith. Zurich



Biblicist Balthasar Hubmaier

(1485-1529)

• Hubmaier was named doctor of theology 
after studies at the German universities at 
Freiburg and Ingolstadt, and he was 
appointed cathedral preacher at 
Regensburg in 1516. 

• In 1521 he arrived in Switzerland

• arrested in 1525 at Zürich, where he made 
an enforced recantation.

• Subsequently, however, he resumed his 
Anabaptist proselytizing, first in Augsburg 
and later in Moravia. 

• Hubmaier was ultimately captured and 
burned at the stake as a heretic at Vienna 
in 1528.

Innsbruck



1524, Hubmaier’s “Biblicist” Theology

• Faith alone makes us holy before God. 

• This faith is the acknowledgment of the mercy of God which he has 
shown us in the offering of his only begotten son. This excludes all sham 
Christians, who have nothing more than an historical faith in God. 

• Such faith can not remain passive but must break out to God in 
thanksgiving and to mankind in all kinds of works of brotherly love. 
Hence all vain religious acts, such as candles, palm branches, and holy 
water will be rejected. 

• Those works alone are good which God has commanded us and those 
alone are evil which he has forbidden. Hence fall away fish, flesh, cowls, 
and tonsures. 

• The mass is not a sacrifice but a remembrance of the death of Christ. 
Therefore, it is not an offering for the dead nor for the living. . . . 

• As often as the memorial is observed should the death of the Lord be 
preached in the language of the people. . . . 

• As every Christian believes for himself and is baptized, so each 
individual should see and judge by the Scriptures if he is rightly provided 
food and drink by his pastor.



Conrad Grebel

The Literalist 

(1498-1526)

• chief founder of the Swiss Brethren

• humanist education at Basel, Vienna, and 
Paris

• The dispute over infant versus adult 
Baptism culminated (January 1525) in the 
city council's defense of infant Baptism and 
in its order to Grebel to cease his efforts to 
organize the Brethren. In the same month, 
however, he disobeyed the edict by 
performing the first adult Baptism in 
modern history and by setting out to win 
converts in nearby cities.

• He was imprisoned on two occasions in 
Zürich for a total of at least six months. 
Like other Brethren, Grebel believed in 
living simply and in rejecting violence, in 
spite of the warfare that raged among 
religious factions.

• accused Zwingli of not carrying his own 
biblicism to its logical conclusions, and this 
was in no other area more evident than in 
the matters of baptism and the relationship 

between church and state.



1525, “Anabaptism 

Born” in Zurich 

• Many that were of like mind with Grebel
viewed infant baptism as entirely insupportable 
from Scripture. They had begun to terminate 
any infant baptisms among themselves, and in 
1525 came into open dispute with Zwingli over 
the matter.

• After a public debate, the city council ruled that 
all unbaptized infants must be brought for 
baptism within eight days, and it also 
demanded that "lay preaching" and 
unauthorized gatherings be ceased.

• Three days later, in a small meeting, an adult 
was baptized, not because he had never been 
baptized as an infant, but expressly because he 
had been baptized as an infant.

• Fifteen others were also baptized, and from 
this practice, the movement gained the name 
'Anabaptists', meaning 're-baptizers.'

• It was meant to be a derogatory name for the 
movement, but it was certainly a 
misnomer. The Anabaptists did not consider 
themselves to be baptizing again, but to be 
baptizing for the very first time, in the biblical 
formula given for baptism. 

• Pouring first, soon immersion

George Blaurock 

First to be Baptized



Felix Manz, 

First Anabaptist Martyr, 1527

• Felix Manz became the 
first Anabaptist martyr in 
1527. 

• He was drowned in the 
river right in the middle of 
Zurich.

• Other Anabaptists were 
beaten or banished. 
These became standard 
practices in Protestant 
territories.



Michael Sattler

Anabaptist 

“Confessor”

• After the death of Conrad Grebel
(1526) and Felix Manz (1527) Michael 
Sattler was the most noteworthy leader 
of the Swiss Brethren. 

• His martyrdom took place only a few 
months after that of Manz. 

• Sattler joined with the Swiss Brethren 
in Zurich, from which he was banished 
on November 18, 1525. 

• on February 24, 1527, Sattler presided 
over a conference of Swiss Brethren 
held at Schleitheim in Canton 
Schaffhausen. 

• He presented to this conference a 
confession of faith which was approved 
and adopted without a dissenting 
voice, as the confession of faith of the 
Swiss Brethren." 

• The confession was considered 
important enough to be refuted by both 
Zwingli and Calvin in separate works. 

http://www.anabaptists.org/history/schleith.html


The Schleitheim Articles: Baptism

• First, … Baptism should be given to all 
who have learned repentance, 
amendment of life, and faith through 
the truth that their sin has been removed 
by Christ; to all who want to walk in the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ and to be 
buried with him in death so that they 
can be resurrected with him; and to all 
who desire baptism in this sense from us 
and who themselves request it. 
Accordingly, all infant baptism, the 
greatest and first abomination of the 

pope, is excluded . . . .



The Schleitheim Articles: The Ban

• Second. … The ban should be used 
against all who have given themselves to 
the Lord and agreed to follow his 
commandments, and who have been 
baptized into the one body of Christ, 
letting themselves be called brother or 
sister, and who nevertheless sometimes 
slip and fall into error and sin, and have 
been unknowingly overtaken. These 
people should be admonished twice 
privately and the third time should be 
punished or banned publicly, before the 
whole community, according to the 
command of Christ, [Matthew 18:15-
18]. 



The Schleitheim Articles: Lord’s Supper

• Third. … All who wish to 

break one bread in memory 

of the broken body of 

Christ, and all who wish to 

drink from one cup in 

memory of the blood that 

Christ shed, should 

previously be united in the 

one body of Christ--that is, 

God’s community, of which 

Christ is the head--namely, 

through baptism. … 



The Schleitheim Articles: Separatism

• Fourth… we have agreed 

that a separation should 

take place from the evil 

which the devil has planted 

in the world. We simply will 

not have fellowship with 

evil people, nor associate 

with them, nor participate 

with them in their 

abominations. …



The Schleitheim Articles: Pacifism

• Sixth... The sword is ordained by 

God outside the perfection of 

Christ. It punishes and kills evil 

people and protects and defends 

the good. In the law the sword is 

established to punish and to kill the 

wicked, and secular authorities are 

established to use it. But in the 

perfection of Christ the ban alone 

will be used to admonish and expel 

him who has sinned, without 

putting the flesh to death, and only 

by using the admonition and the 

command to sin no more. 



The 

Schleitheim

Articles: 

Oaths

• Seventh. We have reached 

agreement as follows concerning 

the oaths [i.e. swearing oaths]. 

The oath is a confirmation among 

those who are quarreling or 

making promises. And it has been 

ordained in the [Mosaic] Law that 

it should take place truthfully and 

not falsely, in the name of God 

alone. Christ, who teaches the 

perfection of the law, forbids his 

followers all swearing, either 

truthfully or falsely, either in the 

name of heaven or of earth or of 

Jerusalem or by our own head [Mt. 

5:34f.]. 



The Schleitheim Articles: No 

Government Offices
• it is asked about the sword, 

whether a Christian may hold a 
position of governmental 
authority if he is chosen for it. 
This is our reply: Christ should 
have been made a king, but he 
rejected this [Jn. 6:15] and did 
not view it as ordained by his 
father. We should do likewise 
and follow him. In this way we 
will not walk into the snares of 
darkness . . . . It should be 
pointed out that it is not fitting 
for a Christian to be a 
magistrate 



1527, Michael Sattler Martyred

• On May 20, 1527, 
Michael Sattler, was 
executed by Catholic 
authorities. 

• Even though the 
Catholic King 
Ferdinand had 
declared drowning 
(the "third baptism") 
the best antidote to 
Anabaptism, Sattler 
was sentenced to 
have his tongue cut 
out, his flesh cut with 
hot irons, and then to 
be burned at the 
stake. 



1525-1535, Rapid Spread Of 

Anabaptism

• Rapid advances in 

Germany, Moravia 

and Holland



1529ff, 

Persecutions 

Throughout 

Europe

• The Anabaptist program was perceived 
as a threat to the social and political 
order by Catholics and Protestants alike. 

• The diets of Speyer (1529) and 
Augsburg (1530) were convened by both 
the Protestants and Catholics to put an 
end to the Anabaptist 
movement. Roman law was applied and 
Anabaptism declared punishable by 
death.

• Catholics were very swift to carry out 
the death penalty, but the Protestants 
tended more toward imprisonment or 
banishment from the region as 
punishment.

• This persecution actually worked to 
further spread the movement, and it grew 
especially in Germany, Switzerland and 
the Netherlands.

• It is estimated that 5000 Anabaptists 
were legally executed between 1525 and 
1618 by burning, decapitation or 
drowning. The latter was a cruel parody 
on the Anabaptists' insistence on baptism 
by immersion.



In Moravia, Jakob Hutter, 

The Communal Anabaptist

• In Moravia, where many Anabaptists 
settled, a type of Anabaptism developed 
that stressed the community of goods 
modeled on the primitive church in 
Jerusalem. 

• Under the leadership of Jakob Hutter the 
growing communistic colonies assumed his 
name. 

• Subscribed to Adult baptism

• The principle of  “community of goods”--
complete sharing of worldly possessions.

• Non-resistance

• Isolation and nonconformity to secular 
society

• Hutterite groups survived and are now 
primarily located in the western United 
States and Canada. 



Schwenkfeld von Ossig, 

The Logical Dreamer

• a German theologian, who led the 
Protestant Reformation in Silesia. 

• Dreams and visions

• disagreed with Martin Luther on several 
important matters. 

• He argued for the complete separation of 
church and state and he opposed the 
Lutheran belief in the consubstantiation 
of the Eucharist, regarding the bread and 
wine as symbols only. 

• He also did not accept the fundamental 
Lutheran doctrine of justification by faith, 
seeing it a form of “easy believism.” 

• Followers survive in Pennsylvania



Questions to Consider

• How far should we follow Scriptures?  Greeting with 
kisses? Foot washing? Head coverings? What about 
having all things in common?  Where do we draw the 
line or do we draw a line?

• How literally should we comply with scriptures? Do we 
need to climb on our roof to proclaim the good news 
from the “rooftops”? How about “mountaintops”?  
Done any “extreme evangelism” lately?

• Are we allowed to “take oaths”?  What about that 
passage in James?

• If you’re an infant baptist, why aren’t you an infant 
communionist?

• Should Christians “bear the sword”?  What about the 
Sermon on the Mount?  Does that sermon apply to us? 
Why not? Given away any of your coats lately?

• Does emphasis on “by grace through faith” undermine 
the need for good works? 


