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King Henry VIII



Tudor Dynasty Resulted From 

“War of the Roses”

Henry VII

• Henry VII - ascended throne 
in 1485 upon the defeat of 
Richard III at Bosworth Field

• consolidated power of the 
crown

• avoided civil strife of prior 
monarchies

• Henry VII (Henry Tudor) 
became the first monarch in 
the Tudor Dynasty.



Henry VIII (r. 1509-1547)

• He was born in 1491.

• He rule for thirty-eight years.

• He started ruling at the age of 

eighteen years old.

• He died at the age of fifty-six years 

old.

• He was well-educated, strong willed 

and self-absorbed.

Henry VIII



1521:Pope Leo X conferred To Henry 

The Title "Fidei Defensor"

• (Defender of the Faith) 

• upon England's Henry VIII for his 

tract "The Assertion of the Seven 

Sacraments," written against Martin 

Luther. 

• In 1521 Henry writes a book 

attacking Luther and is given the 

papal title: defensor fidei. 

• declared as "Most Christian King"



English Reformation Beginnings
• Wycliffe & Lollards Paved the 

way

• Luther's doctrines entered 
England early. 

• the Humanist tradition had 
been there since the late 
1400's. 

• England's universities, Oxford 
and Cambridge, had had their 
elements calling for reform 
already long before Luther. 

• The study of Greek had also 
made its way to England. 
Erasmus had been there, and 
there were men like Thomas 
More, John Colet and others 
who were paving the way for a 
renewed study of Scripture. 

• White Horse Inn



William Tyndale 

1490-1536

• converted early to Lutheran doctrines. 

• At Cambridge in the late 1510's or 
early 1520's, he is spreading 
Protestant principles in Cambridge 
with a group of like minded students 
and lecturers who met at the White 
Horse Inn, especially Thomas Bilney 
and John Frith.

• 1528, Writes The Obedience of a 
Christian Man. 

– a good Christian obeys the king in 
so far as the king obeys God. 

– scripture,was the final authority. 

– attacked teaching salvation by 
works.



Tyndale On Need for Bible in English

To a Priest: "If God spare my life, as many years pass, I will 

cause a boy that drives the plow to know more of the Scriptures 

then you do,"

•"They say our tongue is too rude. It is not 
so. Greek and Hebrew go more easily into 
English than into Latin. Has not God made 
the English tongue as well as others? They 
suffer [allow] you to read in English of Robin 
Hood, Bevis of Hampton, Hercules, Troilus, 
and a thousand ribald or filthy tales. It is only 
the Scripture that is forbidden. It is therefore 
clearer than the sun that this forbiddal is not 
for love of your souls, which they care for as 
the fox doth for the geese." 



Tyndale’s Bible,

1525-34
• Tyndale's first translation of 

the NT from the Greek text of 
Erasmus (1466) other existing 
English versions, including 
Wycliffe's, had been made 
from the Latin Vulgate. 

• Reflects the influence of 
Luther's NT of 1522 in 
rejecting "priest" for "elder," 
"church" for "congregation.“

• The Bible was first printed in 
Cologne and Worms in 1525. 

• Two editions were sent to 
England starting in 1526.

• Tyndale kept revising and also 
worked on the Old Testament 
until he was betrayed and 
captured in Antwerp. 



Tyndale’s Legacy

• 1536 Tyndale burned in 1536. 

• His last prayer was "Lord, open the 
King of England's eyes." 

• One year later, Bibles were being 
sold legally in England. 

• 1535 – 1537 Coverdale's Bible, 

– used Tyndale's (1525) translation 
along with Latin and German 
versions. 

– It included the Apocrypha at the 
end of the OT (like Luther) as was 
done in later English versions. 

– The 1537 edition received royal 
license, but was banned in 1546.

• Approximately 90% of Tyndale's 
words passed into the King James 
Version. 



Cardinal Thomas Wolsey (?1473-1530)

• Collected an abundance of church and 

political offices that made him the 

second most powerful man in 

England, 

– Archbishop of York (1514-30) 

– Chancellor (1515-29) 

– Cardinal (1515). 

• opulent residence at Hampton Court. 

• His failure to successfully negotiate 

Henry's divorce from Catherine led to 

his downfall. Henry dismissed 

Cardinal Wolsey in 1529 

• He was arrested in 1530 and died on 

his way to the Tower.



1527, Henry's Need for a Divorce

• After twenty years of marriage, Catherine 
of Aragon had only given birth to one girl, 
Mary.

• Henry began to pursue a divorce or 
annulment of his marriage -- a marriage 
that had had to have a papal dispensation 
to legalize -- from the pope. 

• Catherine was the emperor Charles's aunt, 
and the pope was under the thumb of 
Charles. No divorce was forthcoming. 

• Henry decided that the marriage was not 
legal on the basis of Leviticus 20:21, "If 
there is a man who takes his brother's wife, 
it is abhorrent; he has uncovered his 
brother's nakedness. They shall be 
childless." 

• Never mind that this probably refers to 
taking one's brother's wife while the brother 
is still living; and never mind that Deut. 5:5 
specifically commands a man to take his 
dead brother's wife.



Archbishop of 

Canterbury 

Thomas Cranmer 

(1489-1556)

• A member of the Cambridge White 
Horse Inn group, 

• Cranmer suggested to Henry that the 
proposed divorce was legitimate and 
outlined various ways of handling it. 
Henry pressed him into service on 
the divorce case, and soon Cranmer 
was a close advisor. 

• May 1533 – newly appointed 
archbishop Thomas Cranmer 
declares marriage with Catherine 
annulled 

• He arranged Henry's divorces and 
marriages and, with Cromwell, 
helped administer the Reformation, 
although moving further towards 
Protestantism than Henry. 

• Under King Edward, with Martin 
Bucer, he wrote both Book of 
Common Prayer (1549, 1552) and 
the 42 Articles (1553). 

• Imprisoned in the Tower under 
Mary, he recanted twice, only to 
withdraw them and die at the stake, 
a martyr. 



Thomas Cromwell (1485-1540)

• Henry’s Chief Minister (1533-40). 

• Initially a soldier, banker and merchant in Europe, he practised law in 

London, subsequently working for Wolsey. 

• 1530 he was a member of the council, and proceeded to collect 

sufficient offices to become Henry's chief minister by the mid 1530s. 

• A managerial genius with Lutheran leanings, he was the architect of 

Henry's Reformation, overcoming resistance by full use of 

parliamentary statute and treason laws. 

• Abroad, his failed alliance with the Lutheran Princes against Catholic 

Europe sealed his sudden downfall. 

• He was convicted of treason and heresy, and beheaded.



Henry’s Legislative 

Reformation 

1532-1534

• 1532 - "Conditional Restraint 
of Annates“ making it illegal 
to pay yearly tax to the pope

• The Submission of the 
Clergy, 1532 requiring all 
ordinations to be approved by 
King.

• The Restraint of Appeals, 
1533 denying appeals to 
Rome.  

• The Dispensations Act, 1534, 
transferring all Papal powers 
to King



The 

Supremacy 

Act, 1534

• Made the king "the only supreme head in earth of the 
Church of England."

• “Albeit the king's Majesty justly and rightfully is 
and ought to be the supreme head of the Church 
of England, and so is recognized by the clergy of 
this realm in their convocations, …, be it enacted, 
by authority of this present Parliament, that the 
king, …, shall be taken, accepted, and reputed the 
only supreme head on earth of the Church of 
England, …; and that our said sovereign lord, …, 
shall have full power and authority from time to time 
to visit, repress, redress, record, order, correct, 
restrain, and amend all such errors, heresies, abuses, 
offenses, contempts, and enormities, whatsoever 
they may be, which by any manner of spiritual 
authority or jurisdiction ought or may lawfully be 
reformed, repressed, ordered, redressed, corrected, 
restrained, or amended, most to the pleasure of 
Almighty God, the increase of virtue in this Christ's 
religion, and for the conservation of the peace, unity, 
and tranquillity of this realm; any usage, foreign 
law, foreign authority, prescription, or any other 
thing or things to the contrary hereof 
notwithstanding.”



Henry condemned & Excommunicated 

by Pope Paul III, 1535

• August 31, 1535: Pope Paul II 

excommunicates English King 

Henry VIII, who called the 

Pope the mere "bishop of 

Rome" 

•



1535 Sir Thomas More Beheaded

• long time friend

• Refused to recognize Henry as 

head of  Church of England

• Opposed the divorce

• “Man for all Seasons”

The Tower of London



Other Reformation Opponents

• Reginald Pole (1500-1558).

– Cardinal (1536), Archbishop of Canterbury (1555-8). A one-time ally of 

Henry VIII, the divorce divided them and in 1532 he fled to Europe. 

– In exile he attacked the divorce in print, tried to persuade Charles V and 

Francis I to lead a crusade against England. 

– 1554, he tried to revive the sacramental ritual of the Catholic Church. 

– When this failed he resorted to force, burning hundreds between 1555 and 

his death in 1558, on the same day as Mary I.

• John Fisher (?1469-1535)

– Bishop (1504-35), Cardinal (1535). 

– critic of Luther

– opponent of Henry VIII's divorce 

– appealed to Emperor Charles V to use force against Henry. 

– refused to take the oath demanded by the Act of Succession (1534) 

– 1535, was tried for treason and beheaded.

– Canonised by RCC in 1935. 



1536 - Act of Parliament for the 

"dissolution" of the monasteries

• In May 1535 a number of monks and 
others not recognizing the King's 
supremacy were executed.

• Henry destroyed 800 English 
monasteries. 

• He took all of the land and wealth of 
the church.

• Shrines (St. Thomas) destroyed 

• Religious orders expelled or members 
arrested.

• New bishoprics founded



1539 - "Six Articles“

Catholic dogma retained

• Henry’s “Reformation” was only 
political evidenced by the 1539 Act 
of 6 Articles. 

– Transubstantiation 

– Communion of bread only, no 
wine for laity 

– Priestly celibacy 

– Monastic vows 

– Private masses 

– Confession 



• A picture Of King Henry VIII in 

1545.

Questions to Consider

• Was true Christianity helped or 

hurt by Henry’s  “Top Down” 

Reformation? 

• To what extent should legislatures 

“legislate morality”?
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