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751-987 Frankish Carolingian Dynasty 



Charles “The Hammer” Martel, stops 
Muslims in France, 732 AD 

 Mayor of the Palace in 
714 

 Spain is invaded by the 
Moors, Moslems from 
North Africa; Charles 
Martel defeats them at 
the Battle of Tours in 
732--a decisive juncture 
in Christian resistance to 
Moslem advance. 

709 AD kissing 
Pope’s feet 
adopted 



Frankish King Pepin the Short,  
crowned 752 AD, Creates Papal States 

 Pepin the Short, the first Carolingian king, 
son of  Charles Martel 

 Pope harassed by Lombards. 

 Byzantines fail to help. 

 Pope asks Franks to help and they do. 

 Blessed by Pope as King -- made him a 
“Divine Right” King , called him “The 
Chosen of the Lord” 

 In the “Donation of Pepin”, Pope was given 
a piece of Italy to own directly and the 
papacy asserts its earthly rule and establishes 
the papal states in Italy.  

 Separation of Rome from Constantinople 
because of reliance on Franks instead. 



Charlemagne  
768-814 

 Otherwise known as Charles the 
Great, or Charles the First 

 Eldest son born of Pepin the Short 

 Possessed many qualities of greatness: 
warrior prowess, piety, generosity, 
intelligence, devotion to family and 
friends, and joy for life.  

 Charlemagne was moderately tall and 
powerfully built with a thick neck and 
deep chest. He had red hair and blue 
eyes and was possessed of both 
strength and stamina 

 He was devoted to his religion, but he 
also kept a harem of concubines in his 
palace, as well as his wife. Charlemagne's motto   

Renavatio romani imperi 
(Revival of the Roman Empire)  

 



Charlemagne, Crowned Holy Roman Emperor 
by Pope Leo III, 800 AD 

 770s: Charles destroyed Lombard power in 
Italy and provided military protection for 
Western church from Lombards 

 The papacy was given territories around 
Rome to administer 

 A.D. 800 Arrives in Rome to restore Pope 
Leo III to his throne 

 Dec. 25, 800: Leo crowns Charlemagne 
Emperor of the Romans 

The Coronation of Charlemagne 

“To Charles, the most 
pious, crowned 
Augustus by God, to the 
great peace-making 
Emperor, long life and 
victory.” 

 

Pope  
Leo III 



Charlemagne’s  
Political & Military Achievements   

 Expanded the Frankish empire by 
fighting more than 50 campaigns; 
defeated the Lombards; Moors; 
Saxons, Slavs & Danes; Avars in 
Bavaria, etc.  

 Established marches (strongly 
fortified areas) mainly to check the 
Muslims in Northern Spain --
deliberately persecuted non-
Christians 

 Sought acceptance by East but 
was Rejected by Byzantine 
emperor as a usurper 

 Charles was more powerful than 
the pope and had more influence 
over the Frankish church 



Carolingian Renaissance, 752-800 AD 
 Charlemagne was a strong supporter of education 

Encouraged formation of schools & accurate 
translations of knowledge 

 Assembled scholars and learned men at court in 
Aachen  

 Most noted was Alcuin of York, England (c. 735-
804) who was Charlemagne's chief advisor on 
religious and educational matters; prepared official 
documents and exempla 781- 

 The scholars copied books and built up libraries; used 
"Carolingian minuscule;" saved the thoughts and 
writings of the ancients  

 Worked on educating priests  

 Limited illiteracy  

 Preserved Latin culture in West 

 



Coronation 

Gospels. 

St.. Matthew 

Ebbo 

Gospels, 

St. Matthew 

Carolingian Monks 

copy scriptures 



Charlemagne’s 
Palatine Chapel, 

Aachen:  
796-805 



Charlemagne's "conversions" of the 
barbarians  

 Charlemagne began (or popularized) 
the practice of converting by the 
sword. For instance, he forcibly 
baptized a Saxon army.  

 He was reprimanded by his Anglo-
Saxon advisor, Alcuin, who said that 
Christianity must be spread as an 
appeal, not as a conquest.  

 Though Charlemagne's reign is 
justly termed a "renaissance," this 
policy of conversion by the sword 
stands as a grim forerunner of the 
rest of the medieval period, 
including the Reformation 
 



Charlemagne’s  

Holy Roman Empire 
Aachen 

The Kingdom of God was 
thought to have two 
arms: the spiritual 
presided over by the 
Pope, with responsibility 
for souls and the 
temporal under the 
emperor with 
responsibility for physical 
well being.  



Muslims Threaten the Peace  

7th-9th Centuries  
 Mohammed (c. 570-629) begins the 

religion of Islam, which begins to 
supplant Christianity across the Middle 
East and North Africa. 

 638--Islamic capture of Jerusalem 

 Expansion continues 

 Spain conquered by end of 7th century 

 France invaded early 8th Cen. 

 Byzantines threatened. 

 



Invasions of  
Vikings, Magyars and Muslims 

 In the 9th and 10th 
centuries, Carolingian 
rulers had trouble 
defeating bands of 
invaders 

– Vikings 

– Magyars 

– Arab Pirates 

 Europe presented an 
inviting target  to invaders 
looking for easy plunder 

3 



Viking “Terrorists” strike 
civilians violently and 

without warning 

 Raiders/Traders from 
Scandinavia 

 A-viking = to fight as a warrior 

 Ships -----long, flat bottomed, 
single-sailed w/oars 

 Strong enough to sail the 
Atlantic, light enough to 
navigate the rivers and carry 
around barricades 

 Famous for surprise attacks 
and brutal behavior 



Vikings 
 Settled Greenland and Iceland 

 Landed on North America 

 Traded with Mediterranean cultures 

 Settled in England, Northern France, Ukraine, & 

Russia 

 Many Norse Gods ---- Odin, Loki 

 Warrior class, feasts, honor tests, etc. 

 Death in battle over cowards death during sleep 

 



Viking Map, 1000 AD! 

Canada 

Greenland 

Iceland 

Britain 

Arabia 

Azores 

Persia 
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Vikings attacked the church on Lindisfarne island. The raiders hacked 60 monks to 

death or dragged them into the sea and drowned them. They were after the unguarded 

treasures of Lindisfarne's rich and beautiful sanctuaries. 

Many people had given the monastery silver and gold, some of them believing their 

souls could find peace through such gifts and the prayers that the gifts purchased. On 

the island were golden crucifixes and coiled shepherd's staves. There were silver 

plates for the bread and wine of mass and ivory chests in which reposed the relics of 

saints. The chapel walls hung with shimmering tapestries and in the writing room one 

could find some of the most beautiful illuminated manuscripts ever made. When the 

Vikings left, all of this was either destroyed or bagged in the bottom of their boats. 

The monks lay dead around their altars.  

793: Vikings 

Raids 

Commence 



Vikings Threaten  
Faith as well as 

Safety 

This was the first major Viking attack 
recorded in England. Few had even 
contemplated such a raid from the 
sea. That the first blow fell where it 
did shocked a people who thought 
of the dead saints as powerful 
intercessors.  
Alcuin, the greatest scholar of the 
day, was an Englishman living in 
the court of Charlemagne. He wrote, 
"What assurance is there for the 
churches of Britain, if St. Cuthbert, 
with so great a number of saints, 
defends not its own?" 

 

 Ruins at Lindisfarne. 



Vikings  

Destroy Bibles  

 Some abbots died under 
torture rather than reveal 
the secrets, but many 
times the treasures were 
found, the covers ripped 
off the Gospel books, the 
gems pried out, the gold 
melted down, and the 
"worthless" vellum pages 
flung into the sea.  

 In monastery after 
monastery along the 
coast, Vikings destroyed 
the churches and put the 
monks to the sword.  
 



Werewolf Legend 

 Norse beserker; ("bearskin"). 

 In premedieval and medieval 
Norse and Germanic history 
and folklore, unruly warrior 
gangs that worshiped Odin and 
attached themselves to royal 
and noble courts as bodyguards 
and shock troops. 

 

 They raped and murdered at 
will in their host communities, 
and their savagery in battle and 
animal-skin attire contributed 
to the development of the 
werewolf legend in Europe. 

 



Anglo-Saxon England 

 Alfred the Great (r. 871-899) 
defended kingdom of Wessex 
against Vikings 

 Wessex became the lone Saxon 
kingdom 

– Measures taken to defend 
England from invaders made 
English king very strong 

Alfred 

the Great 



Division of Charlemagne’s Empire 

 Charlemagne had 1 son, Louis 
the Pious 

 Louis the Pious had 3 sons and 
he divided the Frankish Empire 
into 3 parts for them 

 Charles got the western part 
(Franks) 

 Louis got Germany 

 Lothair got 
Italy/Benelux/Switzerland 

 After their fathers’ death, all 
three went to war.  In 849, at 
Verdun, there was a final 
settlement, pretty much as Louis 
the Pious had originally divided 
things up.   



Charles the Bald 



Angsar (801-865)  
Missionary to 
Scandinavia 

 Missionary, first archbishop of 
Hamburg, and patron saint of 
Scandinavia. 

 He was sent by Louis I the Pious to 
help King Herald Christianize Denmark 
and King Bjorn Christianize Sweden. 
He initiated a mission to all 
Scandinavians and Slavs and was 
appointed archbishop of Hamburg 
(832).  

 But Sweden and Denmark returned to 
paganism by 845 and Ansgar had to 
repeat all his work. He thwarted 
another pagan rebellion and was 
canonized soon after his death. 



Pope Nicholas (r. 858-867) vs. Photius, 

Patriarch of Constantinople (c. 820-895)  

 Pope Nicholas I exerted power in the West 

over bishops and over Lothair 

 Photius was one of the most learned men of 

his time, a professor in the university at 

Constantinople and, president of the imperial 

chancellery. 

 “ When the head of the sterner orthodox 

faction, Ignatius, was deposed (858) from 

the patriarchate, Photius, a layman, was 

rushed through the stages of the holy orders 

and installed in the position as Patriarch of 

Constantinople.”  

 



Two Views of Photius Controversy 

 Orthodox Account: “Pope Nicholas, seeing a favorable opportunity 

for interfering in Eastern affairs, appointed himself as judge over two 

conflicting parties by his own authority and rejected the election of 

Photius. He asserted that Photius had been made Patriarch without his 

approval, an unprecedented claim, and that he had been raised within 

a single week from a mere layman, to the rank of Archbishop even 

though, among others, this was also true of St. Ambrose.” (Greek 

Orthodox web site)  

 Catholic Account “In the matter of the emperor and the patriarchs of 

Constantinople Nicholas showed himself the Divinely appointed ruler 

of the Church. In violation of ecclesiastical law, the Patriarch 

Ignatius was deposed in 857 and Photius illegally raised to the 

patriarchal see. In a letter addressed (8 May, 862) to the patriarchs of 

the East, Nicholas called upon them and all their bishops to refuse 

recognition to Photius, and at a Roman synod held in April, 863, he 

excommunicated Photius.” (Roman Catholic Web Site)  



Eastern Synod Supports Photius, Pope 

Calls Owns Synod to Condemn Him 

 In 861, at a Synod in Constantinople both 
parties, Photians and Ignatians, decided in 
favor of Photius in the presence of the 
Pope's delegates.  

 “Pope Nicholas, who was furious because 
the Eastern Church did not submit slavishly 
to his arbitrary demands, convened a Synod 
of his own in Rome in 863 and 
"excommunicated" Photius, the Patriarch of 
Constantinople.”  

 The Orthodox Church ignored this 
additional provocation.   

 867 Photius “withdrew from communion” 
with Rome 

Patriarch Photius of Constantinople 



Pope vs. 

Patriarch 

 “Pope Nicholas, by the same arbitrary authority, 

attempted to detach the young Church of Bulgaria, 

which was founded by the Church of Constantinople and 

by Photius himself, from its allegiance to its Mother 

Church. “ 

 Because of this activity of Pope Nicholas, Photius sent 

out in 867 his famous encyclical to the Patriarchs of the 

East accusing the Pope:  

– of inserting into the Creed the word "filoque", 

meaning that the Holy Spirit proceeds not only from 

the Father but "and from the Son" as well;  

– for intervening in the newly founded Church of 

Bulgaria by repeating the sacrament of Chrismation, 

to the Bulgarian Christians on the pretext that they 

had previously been baptized by married priests 

from Constantinople;  

– for dominating the churches of the West; and  

– for interfering in disputes outside his own 

jurisdiction.  

 



Greek Formula: 
“Blessed Trinity the 
Holy Spirit proceeds 
from the father 
through the son” 
 
Roman Formula: 
“Holy Spirit proceeds 
from the Father and 
the son” 

Filoque Controversy 

Are you a single 
processionist or a 
double processionist? 



Photius Dethroned And Later Vindicated. 
 Emperor Basil, excommunicated by Photius because he murdered his foster 

father, Emperor Michael, in 867 deposed Photius from his throne and brought 
back Ignatius.  

 Pope Adrian II took advantage of this situation and demanded from Basil the 
condemnation of Photius, the common enemy.  

 Emperor Basil convened a synod in 869, and by coercion brought the bishops to 
condemn Photius. Adrian's delegates and Basil forcibly and falsely obtained the 
acknowledgment that the Pope is the "supreme and absolute head of all the 
Churches, superior even to ecumenical synods". This so-called eighth ecumenical 
synod (by the Western Church) has never been recognized by the Eastern Church, 
but after 10 years it was unanimously denounced by a great Synod in 
Constantinople, in 879, by Ignatians as well as Photians. 

 “This synod acknowledged the full justification of Photius and his manly stand 
against the Roman despotism.”  

 Photius was later exiled in 886! 

Patriarch 
Photius 
On Trial 



Gottshalk the “Calvinist”  Gottschalk (803-868) was a 
Benedictine monk, poet, and 
theologian whose teachings on 
predestination shook the Roman 
Catholic church in the 9th century. 

 Wrote De predestinatione (“Of 
Predestination”), holding that 
Christ's salvation was limited and 
that his power of redemption 
extended only to the elect, 
Gottschalk taught that the elect 
went to eternal glory and the 
reprobate went to damnation.  

 At the Synod of Mainz (848), he 
was condemned for heresy under 
the powerful archbishop Hincmar 
of Reims. Unable to obtain 
Gottschalk's recantation, Hincmar 
imprisoned him and subsequently 
combated Gottschalk's 
predestination doctrine in several 
treatises and at several synods. 

 

 



Hincmar the 
“Arminian” 

 Hincmar in Ad reclusos et 
simplices (“To the Cloistered and 
Simple”) upheld the traditional 
distinction between divine 
foreknowledge and 
predestination and maintained 
that God does not damn a sinner 
in advance. 

 Because of widespread criticism 
that such a doctrine was not 
biblical, Hincmar wrote De 
predestinatione Dei et libero 
arbitrio (“On God's 
Predestination and Free Will”), in 
which he held that God cannot 
predestine the wicked to hell lest 
he be accounted the author of 
sin.  



10th Century 
Developments 

 Christianity continues to spread among the 
peoples of eastern Europe during this century. 

 To the east, Hungarians and Poles begin to 
convert to Christianity, and Christianity 
reaches Iceland and Greenland to the west. 

 Bohemian people embrace Christianity, but 
their "Good King Wenceslaus" is soon 
murdered c. 929 by opposing pagan rivals.  

 Papacy reaches a low point in morality. 

 40 plus popes between 900 and 1000. 

 3 simultaneous popes at Millennium!! 

 Most popes appointed by Emperor or by 
Italian nobility 

Cross of Lothar 

10th c. 



Peace of God and Truce of God: First 
“International Law”?  

 Church attempted to restrain 
feudal violence 

 Peace of God and Truce of 
God demonstrated that Church 
had power to enforce its 
commands 

 Peace of God 

– Tried to prevent attacks on 
poor and clergy 

 Truce of God 

– Limited number of days on 
which battles could be held 

 Penalty for violation: 
excommunication 

 Demonstrated power of church 
to intervene in society 

 



Otto the Great 
(936-973) 

 911: Last Carolingian Ruler in Germany died; 
new family was elected to rule 

 955 Battle of Lechfeld 

– Otto I destroyed Magyar army and saved 
Germany from invaders 

 962 Otto was crowned Emperor of the 
Romans by Pope, with Otto claiming to be the 
successor of Augustus, Constantine and 
Charlemagne. 

 Otto interfered in election of the popes and 
controlled most bishop appointments. 

Crown of Otto I 



The Normans 
 Vikings, or Norsemen, who settled 

in northern France (or the Frankish 
kingdom), together with their 
descendants  

 A Viking named Rollo emerged as 
the leader among the new settlers.  

 911 the Frankish king Charles III 
the Simple made the Treaty of St. 
Clair-sur-Epte with Rollo, ceding 
him the land around the mouth of 
the Seine and what is now the city 
of Rouen 

 The Normans founded the duchy 
of Normandy and sent out 
expeditions of conquest and 
colonization to southern Italy and 
Sicily and to England, Wales, 
Scotland, and Ireland. 
 

Medieval France 



Questions to 
Consider 

 Did any good, as in Romans 
8:28, result from the 
Vikings? 

 How did the Medieval world 
respond to Viking terrorism? 
Would the same approach 
work today? 

 How did the Medieval 
Europeans respond to the 
Muslim threat? Would the 
same approach work today? 

 Does merger of church and 
state inevitably result in 
state controlling church? 

 


