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Discovery of The Dead Sea 
Scrolls

• Discovered by chance in 1947

• Qumran complex excavated by 
archeologists beginning in 1951

• 14 miles east from Jerusalem



Run Away! 
Run Away!



What Are the Dead Sea Scrolls?
• 11 caves with 95,000 texts or 

text fragments

• Representing 800 manuscripts

• 202 of which are Biblical 
manuscripts

–Hebrew

–Aramaic 

–Greek

Q Isaiah-b X: Isaiah 57.17-59.8



— Essenes—
The Community of the Scrolls

• Essenes: “pious ones”
• in 152 BC Jonathan Maccabeus assumed the title 

of the high priest
• Priesthood declared illegitimate
• broke away from the Temple, rejected the Temple 

calendar, called themselves “the righteous 
remnant” of the True Israel

• Ritual purity
• Baptism
• Purity rites
• Communal Meals

• Withdrew from the world

• About 4K

• All property was held in common

• Rejected animal sacrifice

• Unmarried

• Similar to Monastic life
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68-70 AD Burial of Scrolls
• In 68 AD: all the precious 

library appears to have 
been gathered up and 
placed in clay jars and 
transported to the nearby 
caves

• No one lived to come 
back

Scriptorium 

at Qumran



Bible Texts found in the DSS
• complete scroll of Isaiah 

• multiple copies or single 
fragments of every text 
except Esther. 



Protest

• But as decades passed, others 
in the field who were upset 
that some of the most 
important documents in history 
were being deliberately 
withheld

• 1985 Hershel Shanks, BAR, 
campaigns



Secrecy
• The scrolls and their contents

were kept out of general
circulation, seen and studied
only by a select group of
scholars.

• The limited distribution was
purportedly set up out of
concern that the translation
and interpretation of the
scrolls was too important to
be done in a careless or
insensitive manner.



1991 Computer reconstruction 
released

• The situation changed dramatically when the
text of the Dead Sea Scrolls were released by
a graduate student from the Union
Theological Seminary in Cincinnati, Ohio.

• It seems that a full concordance of the scroll
had been previously prepared, complete with
listings of every word (in Hebrew and
Aramaic) and where it occurred in each of
the documents. The school possessed a full
printed concordance of the scrolls.

• The significance of the concordance was not
lost on the graduate student, who
transcribed the information into digital form
and used a desktop computer to re-assemble
the original text from the concordance data.



Bible Texts found in the DSS
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DSS: Complete Isaiah Scroll 
PRE 70 AD



Apocryphal and Pseudepigraphal texts.

• Apocryphal and 
Pseudoepigraphal works 

• Copies of Tobit, Enoch, Book 
of Jubilees.



Uniquely Essene Texts
• Manual of Discipline 

• Hymns

• Liturgical fragments blessing the obedient 
and cursing the wicked 

• The “Zadokite Document” 

• “War of the Sons of Light and Sons of 
Darkness” 

• Commentaries on canonical books such as 
Habakkuk, Isaiah, Hose, and Micah. 

• Rules for the community

• Included is a description of a sacred 
meal of bread and wine



Isaiah Scroll From Qumran

• A complete scroll of the book of Isaiah

• Prior to the Dead Sea Scrolls the oldest text of Isaiah 
dated A.D. 916.



Isaiah’s Manuscript Accuracy

• Little difference with the Masoretic Text (MT)

• Consistency between two copies of Isaiah

• “…proved to be word for word identical with our standard 
Hebrew Bible in more than 95% of the text.  The 5% of 
variation consisted chiefly of obvious slips of the pen and 
variations in spelling.”



Organization of the OT

• Law

• Prophets

• Psalms

Luke 24:44

4QMMT

• Law

• Prophets

• David “Copper Scroll” from

Qumran Cave III



Other “Dead Sea Scrolls”

• Wadi Murrabaat (Biblical manuscripts and
Minor Prophets in Hebrew, dating 70-135 A.D.)

• Nahal Hever (Minor Prophets in Greek and other, dating
100-150 A.D.)

• Nahal Seelim (non-biblical papyrus fragments in
Greek, dating to 2nd century A.D.)

• Masada (Biblical fragments, dating no later than 73 A.D.)

• Wadi Ed-Daliyeh (Samaritan legal papyri and non-
biblical texts, dating to the 4th century B.C.)



Dating the Scrolls
• Date from the 2nd century BC to 70 

AD

• But When precisely?

• Importance
• Canon of OT
• NT

• Methods

• Paleography (how letters formed)

• Accelerator Mass Spectrometry

• Internal Clues (people or events)



Significance of DSS

Original Text

1500-400 B.C.

Copies

900-1000 A.D.

Dead Sea Scrolls

150 B.C.-68 A.D.


