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Prayer
Psalm 119:18: 

• Open my eyes 

– so I can truly 

see the 

marvelous 

things in your 

law!



Why Study the Bible?

• It helps us avoid sin
Psalm 119:9-16: 

• It assists our consciences
Hebrews 4:12

• It equips us for good works
2 Timothy 3:16-17

• It helps us when we most need help
Psalm 119:25-28: 

• It encourages us
Romans 15:4

• By it we grow!
Acts 20:32

• We love it!
Psalm 119:47-48



ONE MEANING
• Scripture has one meaning

• It’s not  all relative

• Everyone’s opinion of what the Bible means 
is not equally valid.



FINDING THE ONE MEANING

• How do we find THE ONE 

meaning?

– By learning what the author 

meant.

• How do we do that?  

– By learning what the original 

audience would have 

understood he meant. 



Are We News Reporters?

Not really

1. Who?

2. What?

3. Where?

4. When?

5. Why?

6. How?

What’s the 
purpose of 
this?



Bible is like a Tapestry
We need to study it just like it was made: layer by layer



We’ll Use 4 Lenses

to understand

• Context

• Text

• Outline

• Words

4



Lense 1:

The Context

• Who said it?

• To whom was it said?

• Under what 

circumstances was it 

said?



The Bible: 

Divine AND Human

• The Bible is God-breathed 

but it’s also true that a 

particular author wrote each 

part to a particular audience 

at a particular place at a 

particular moment in time.



Who said it?

• Authorship

• Was there a 

relationship 

between author 

and reader?

• Different authors 

have different 

styles

Same 
Book

Same 
author

Same 
Subject



Scripture Interprets Scripture

• One writer may explain what 
another writer meant.

• The plain will help with the 
symbolic 

• No part of Scripture can be 
interpreted in such a way to render 
it in conflict with what is taught 
elsewhere in Scripture.  It must be 
read as a unified whole.



To whom was it said?

• General/Unspecifi

ed vs. Specific

• Ethnic/cultural 

background

• Religious 

background



Under what circumstances was 

it said?

• Subject under 

discussion

• Theme– main point

• Tone and mood



Lense 2

The Text

• Types of Translations

• Tricks of Translating



Assume a “normal” use of language

 expect God’s revelation in the Bible to 

use language as it is normally used in 

communication between two persons

 do not look for “hidden” meanings (i.e. 

meanings requiring additional 

revelation or mystical formulas giving 

deeper understanding to a select group 

of people).



“Normal” Not the Same as “Literal”

 “Normal” interpretation of language does not 

mean strictly “literal” interpretation. “Normal”

considers :

 the history and culture of the original recipients (i.e. the 

customs, idioms, beliefs, figures of speech, superstitions 

and historical and geographical facts of the author’s day)

 the style or genre which is used to convey the message

 the grammar of the original language

 the broader context in which a message is conveyed



Figures of speech

 Non-literal language (e.g. “I am the bread of life”)

 hyperbole, metaphor, simile

 Is the language literal or figurative?

 What figures of speech are used?

 Why are the figures of speech used rather than literal 

language?

 What increased understanding of the truth is 

communicated through the figures of speech? 



Lense 3

The Outline



The Original Format was not a Study 

Bible

• Note the columns—no 
paragraphs

• No commas

• No periods

• No question marks

• No explanation points

• ALLCAPITALLETTERSWIT
HNOSPACESBETWEENW
ORDS





So How Do We Figure Out the 

Structure?

•Need to look 
for markers in 
the text itself



Comparisons Markers

• Markers: as, like, in the same way, and

• Shows similarities between two or more 
related ideas, or simply joining like ideas 
(association). 

• See Hebrews 5:1-10 for a comparison of the 
priesthoods of Aaron and Christ.

• “But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and 
(association) in His law he meditates day and night. And 
he will be like (comparison) a tree firmly planted by 
streams of water, which yields its fruit in its season, and 
its leaf does not wither; and in whatever he does, he 
prospers.” (Ps.1:2-3)



Contrasts Markers

• Markers: but 
however

• Shows dissimilarities
between thoughts or 
ideas. 

• “Now the deeds of the 
flesh are evident… But 
the fruit of the Spirit 
is….” (Galatians 5:19-
23)



Lense 4

The Words

• Frequent Words

• Rare words

• “key” words



First, Let’s Define Our Terms

 ". . . I consider 

looseness with 

words no less of a 

defect than 

looseness of the 

bowels." 

 John Calvin



How to Identify the Key Words

 Repetition

 Hinge Words

 Unusual Words

 Imported Words



Define the Words Used

 Begin with an English dictionary.

 Use a dictionary or lexicon that deals with 

Bible words.

 See how it is used in other passages.

 Study the context in which it is used.

 Compare various translations.



Word Tools

 Cross References

 Dictionaries

 Concordances

 Lexicons

 Translations



Finding the Contextual Meaning

 What key words require word study?

 What is the meaning of the term ____?

 How does it function in this sentence?

 What verb tenses are used?

 Why was this word (or verb tense) used here?

 What other word might have been used, and 
why was it not?

 Why does the author change terms?

 Is this word crucial to the argument of the 
paragraph or book?



The Purpose

Applying what we learn

•Beliefs

•Behavior

•Sharing & 
Defending



OUR BELIEFS

• About God

• About Christ

• About us

• About Salvation



OUR BEHAVIOR

• What to do

• What not to do

• When to do it



SHARING & DEFENDING

• Contemporary issues

• False teachings

• Worldviews


