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THINK OUTSIDE 
THE BOX



KEY ISSUES:

• WHAT IS REVELATION?

• HOW DID HS REVEAL 
TRUTHS IN NT?

• DOES HS DO THIS 
TODAY?



Revelation

• The Holy Spirit is the author of the Bible

• His three-fold ministry
• Revelation - the process of revealing divine truth

• Inspiration - the process of transmitting divine truth to and 
through the human authors

• Illumination - the process of making divine truth real and 
understandable to the believer



Truth vs Revealed Truth

Truths

Revealed Truths



Truths vs Falsehoods

Truths Falsehoods

Revealed Always Never

Unrevealed Sometimes Sometimes



General Revelation

God’s self-

disclosure to all 

humans or to 

humans in 

general.  

Communicated 

naturally via 

observation.



The Fact of General Revelation

• Psalm 19:1-5

• “The heavens declare the glory 
of God; the skies proclaim the 
work of his hands. Day after day 
they pour forth speech; night 
after night they display 
knowledge. There is no speech 
or language where their voice is 
not heard. Their voice goes out 
into all the earth, their words to 
the ends of the world.”



God in General Revelation

•Romans 1:18-20
• “What may be known 

about God is plain to 
them, because God has 
made it plain to them”

• Adjudicatory

• Not salvific



MODES  OF GENERAL REVELATION

MODE DESCRIPTION EXAMPLES

Reason Information that comes through 

the human mind’s capacity for 

logical, rational, and analytic 

thought.

Philosophy

Experience 

& Events

Information that comes through 

personal experience.

Scientific Method

Feelings 

and 

Emotions

Information that comes through 

personal emotions or feelings.

Intuition

Tradition, 

History & 

Culture

Religious information that has 

been handed down to us from 

various avenues.

morality



Pagan Sooth Saying

• Signs

• Omens

• Entrails

• Clear Paths 

• Obstacles

• Astrology

• Palm Reading

• Crystal Balls



Special Revelation

God’s self-disclosure to certain special or 
specific persons.  Communicated 

supernaturally.



The Fact of Special Revelation

• 2 Peter 3:2
• “that you should 

remember 
• the words spoken 

beforehand by the 
holy prophets and 

• the commandment of 
the Lord and Savior 
spoken by your 
apostles.” 



MODES  OF SPECIAL REVELATION

MODE DESCRIPTION EXAMPLES

Miracles & 

Events

Revelation that comes through 

miraculous events in history

Cast out of garden

Mark on Cain, Rainbow, 

Isaac, Red Sea, 

Incarnation, Resurrection

Direct Speech Revelation that comes through 

God speaking audibly & 

directly

“And God said to Moses….”

Angel of YHWH

Burning Bush

Indirect 

Speech

Revelation that comes through 

God speaking through human 

intermediaries

OT Prophets

Inspired 

Utterances & 

Writings

Revelation that comes from 

human thoughts inspired 

miraculously by the Holy Spirit

Psalms, Chronicles, 

Romans



Inspired Writings 
as Special Revelation

• Ephesians 3:5-7 

• that by revelation there was 
made known to me the mystery, 
as I wrote before in brief. By 
referring to this, when you read 
you can understand my insight 
into the mystery of Christ, which 
in other generations was not 
made known to the sons of men, 
as it has now been revealed to 
His holy apostles and prophets 
in the Spirit; 



Lots in Acts

• 1:23 So they proposed two candidates: Joseph called Barsabbas (also 
called Justus) and Matthias. 1:24 Then they prayed, “Lord, you know 
the hearts of all. Show us which one of these two you have chosen 
1:25 to assume the task of this service and apostleship from which 
Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 1:26 Then they cast lots 
for them, and the one chosen was Matthias; so he was counted with 
the eleven apostles. 



Pentecost 
Acts
• 2:16 But this is what was spoken about through the prophet Joel:

• 2:17 ‘And in the last days it will be,’ God says,

• ‘that I will pour out my Spirit on all people,

• and your sons and your daughters will prophesy,

• and your young men will see visions,

• and your old men will dream dreams.

• 2:18 Even on my servants, both men and women,

• I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy.

• 2:19 And I will perform wonders in the sky above

• and miraculous signs on the earth below,

• blood and fire and clouds of smoke.

• 2:20 The sun will be changed to darkness

• and the moon to blood

• before the great and glorious day of the Lord comes.

• 2:21 And then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’



A Dream in Acts

• 16:6 They went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been prevented 
by the Holy Spirit from speaking the message in the province of Asia. 

• 16:7 When they came to Mysia, they attempted to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit
of Jesus did not allow them to do this, 

• 16:8 so they passed through Mysia and went down to Troas. 

• 16:9 A vision appeared to Paul during the night: A Macedonian man was standing 
there urging him, “Come over to Macedonia and help us!” 

• 16:10 After Paul saw the vision, we attempted immediately to go over to 
Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to proclaim the good news to 
them.



Spirit Speaks Audibly
Acts 8

• 8:26 Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up 
and go south on the road that goes down from 
Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a desert road.) 8:27 So he 
got up and went. There he met an Ethiopian eunuch, 
a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, 
who was in charge of all her treasury. He had come to 
Jerusalem to worship, 8:28 and was returning home, 
sitting in his chariot, reading the prophet Isaiah. 8:29
Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this 
chariot.” 8:30 So Philip ran up to it and heard the man 
reading Isaiah the prophet. He asked him, “Do you 
understand what you’re reading?”



The Spirit Speaks Audibly
Acts 10

• 10:17 Now while Peter was puzzling over what the vision he 
had seen could signify, the men sent by Cornelius had learned 
where Simon’s house was and approached the gate. 10:18
They called out to ask if Simon, known as Peter, was staying 
there as a guest. 10:19 While Peter was still thinking seriously 
about the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Look! Three men are 
looking for you. 10:20 But get up, go down, and accompany 
them without hesitation, because I have sent them.” 10:21 So 
Peter went down to the men and said, “Here I am, the person 
you’re looking for. Why have you come?” 10:22 They said, 
“Cornelius the centurion, a righteous and God-fearing man, 
well spoken of by the whole Jewish nation, was directed by a 
holy angel to summon you to his house and to hear a message 
from you.”



SPIRIT SPEAKS AUDIBLY
Acts 11

• 11:11 At that very moment, 
three men sent to me from 
Caesarea approached the 
house where we were staying. 
11:12 The Spirit told me to 
accompany them without 
hesitation. These six brothers 
also went with me, and we 
entered the man’s house 



Spirit Speaks Audibly
Acts 13

• 13:1 Now there were these prophets 
and teachers in the church at Antioch: 
Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius 
the Cyrenian, Manaen (a close friend 
of Herod the tetrarch from childhood) 
and Saul. 13:2 While they were 
serving the Lord and fasting, the Holy 
Spirit said, “Set apart for me 
Barnabas and Saul for the work to 
which I have called them.” 13:3 Then, 
after they had fasted and prayed and 
placed their hands on them, they sent 
them off.



Spirit Led Conclusion
Acts 15

• 15:27 Therefore we are sending Judas and Silas who will tell you 
these things themselves in person. 15:28 For it seemed best to the 
Holy Spirit and to us not to place any greater burden on you than 
these necessary rules: 15:29 that you abstain from meat that has 
been sacrificed to idols and from blood and from what has been 
strangled and from sexual immorality. If you keep yourselves from 
doing these things, you will do well. Farewell.



Spirit Speaks Audibly Through A Prophet
ACTS 21

• 21:10 While we remained there 
for a number of days, a prophet 
named Agabus came down from 
Judea. 21:11 He came to us, took 
Paul’s belt, tied his own hands 
and feet with it, and said, “The 
Holy Spirit says this: ‘This is the 
way the Jews in Jerusalem will 
tie up the man whose belt this is, 
and will hand him over to the 
Gentiles.’”



SPIRIT SPEAKS AUDIBLY Revelation 2, 3

• . 2:11 The one who has an ear had better hear what the Spirit says to the churches. The one who 
conquers will in no way be harmed by the second death.’

• 2:17 The one who has an ear had better hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who 
conquers, I will give him some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, and on that 
stone will be written a new name that no one can understand except the one who receives it.’

• . 2:29 The one who has an ear had better hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’

• 3:6 The one who has an ear had better hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’

• 3:13 The one who has an ear had better hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’

• 3:22 The one who has an ear had better hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’”



Spirit Speaks Audibly 
Revelation 14

• 14:13 Then I heard a voice from heaven say, “Write this: 

• ‘Blessed are the dead, 

• those who die in the Lord from this moment on!’”

• “Yes,” says the Spirit, “so they can rest from their hard work, because their deeds 
will follow them.”

• and the kings of the earth have committed sexual immorality with her,

• and the merchants of the earth have gotten rich from the power of her sensual 
behavior.”

• both the small and the great!”



Spirit Speaks Audibly 
Revelation 22

• 22:8 I, John, am the one who 
heard and saw these things, 
and when I heard and saw 
them, I 22:17 And the Spirit
and the bride say, “Come!” 
And let the one who hears say: 
“Come!” And let the one who 
is thirsty come; let the one 
who wants it take the water of 
life free of charge.

http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p%3Dfleece%26y%3DSearch%26ei%3DUTF-8%26fr%3Dyfp-t-501%26x%3Dwrt%26js%3D1%26ni%3D18&w=450&h=389&imgurl=www.logosportswear.com/images_products/fleecejackets/quarter_zip_fleece_pullover.blowup.jpg&rurl=http://www.logosportswear.com/product/3127&size=34.7kB&name=quarter_zip_fleece_pullover.blowup.jpg&p=fleece&type=jpeg&no=1&tt=616,869&oid=f5514df71dfa08d8&ei=UTF-8


Some Differences between 
General and Special Revelation

General Revelation Special Revelation

Subjective Objective

Inductive Deductive

General Specific

Indefinite Definite



Attributes of  
General and Special Revelation

REVELATION GENERAL SPECIAL

Availability Universal Particular

Source Internal External

Nature Experiential Cognitive

Level of Certainty Probable Conclusive

Consequence Adjudicatory Salvific



Distinguishing Between Events of General and Special 
Revelation

NATURAL EVENT MIRACULOUS 

EVENT

Natural Mode of 

Occurrence

Earthquakes, Storms Virgin Birth

Supernatural 

Mode of  

Occurrence

Burning Bush

Dew on the lambskin

Resurrection

Parting Red Sea



Does God Still Speak Today?

Has special revelation ceased or does God still 
communicate to people through dreams, 
visions, or audible encounters?

• Revelation 22:18-19

• I testify to everyone who hears the words of the 
prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will 
add to him the plagues which are written in his book; 
and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of 
this prophecy, God will take away his part from the tree 
of life and from the holy city, which are written in this 

book.



Cessationists

Definition:

View that miracles or 
at least miraculous 
sign gifts ceased with 
the death of the last 
Apostle and the 
completion of the New 
Testament. Therefore 
God does not speak 
directly to people 
today.

Adherents:
• Bruce Waltke

• Charles Ryrie

• John MacArthur

• Charles Swindoll

• R.C. Sproul

• D. James Kennedy

• Most Presbyterians

• Most Baptists

• Most Methodists

• Most Lutherans

• Most Episcopalians

We teach, that speaking in tongues and 

the working of sign miracles in the 

beginning days of the church were for the 

purpose of pointing to and authenticating 

the apostles as revealers of divine truth, 

and were never intended to be 

characteristic of the lives of believers.



Continuationists
Definition:

View that miraculous sign gifts are still 
being given and that God still speaks 
directly in various ways today.

Adherents:

• Pat Robertson

• John Piper

• Wayne Grudem

• Gordon Fee

• Chuck Smith

• Sam Storms

• Oral Roberts

• Calvary Chapels

• Vineyard

• Assembly of God

• Pentecostals

Calvary Chapels

http://www.cbn.com/
http://www.sovereigngraceministries.org/about/new_logo.html


There simply is no Scripture that I know of 

which clearly states the gifts of the Spirit 

would cease after the first century.  I think 

it’s also noteworthy to point out that history 

repudiates the notion that the supernatural 

gifts ceased with the closing of the canon of 

Scripture at the end of the Apostolic age…To 

claim that spiritual gifts are no longer 

operative is, in my opinion, to fly in the face 

of both historical and contemporary 

evidence.

HANK 

HANNEGRAF, “THE 

BIBLE ANSWER 

MAN”

It is perfectly clear that in New 

Testament times, the gospel was 

authenticated in this way by signs, 

wonders and miracles of various 

characters and descriptions. . . . Was it 

only meant to be true of the early 

church? . . . The Scriptures never 

anywhere say that these things were 

only temporary – never! There is no 

such statement anywhere. (The 

Sovereign Spirit, pp. 31-32)

I … believe that "signs and 

wonders" and all the spiritual 

gifts of 1 Corinthians 12:8-10 

are valid for today and should 

be "earnestly desired" (1 

Corinthians 14:1) for the 

edification of the church and 

the spread of the gospel. 

Martin Lloyd Jones

John Piper


