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REVELATION AND 

INSPIRATION OF THE BIBLE



The Inspiration of the Scriptures

• The Holy Spirit is the author of the Bible

• His three-fold ministry
• Revelation - the process of revealing divine truth

• Inspiration - the process of transmitting divine truth to the human authors

• Illumination - the process of making divine truth real and understandable for 
the believer



Inspiration Of The New Testament

• He authored the New Testament as attested by:
• Jesus - John 14:25-26

• Paul - 1 Corinthians 14:37, 2:13, 1 Thessalonians 4:15

• Peter - 2 Peter 3:14-16

• John - Revelation 1:10-11, 2:7



Inspiration Of The Old Testament

• He authored the Old Testament as attested by:
• David - 2 Samuel 23:2

• Isaiah - Isaiah 59:21

• Jeremiah - Jeremiah 1:9

• Jesus - Matthew 5:18, John 10:35

• Peter - 2 Peter 1:21

• Paul - 2 Timothy 3:15-17



DIRECT SPEECH
MEN RECORD WHAT THE SPIRIT SAYS



Direct Speech in Acts

• 21:10 While we remained there for a number of days, a prophet 
named Agabus came down from Judea. 21:11 He came to us, took 
Paul’s belt, tied his own hands and feet with it, and said, “The Holy 
Spirit says this: ‘This is the way the Jews in Jerusalem will tie up the 
man whose belt this is, and will hand him over to the Gentiles.’”



Direct Speech in 1 Timothy

• 4:1 Now the Spirit explicitly says that in the later times some will 
desert the faith and occupy themselves with deceiving Spirits and 
demonic teachings, 4:2 influenced by the hypocrisy of liars whose 
consciences are seared. 4:3 They will prohibit marriage and require 
abstinence from foods that God created to be received with 
thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth. 4:4 For every 
creation of God is good and no food is to be rejected if it is received 
with thanksgiving. 4:5 For it is sanctified by God’s word and by prayer.



Direct Speech in Hebrews

• 3:7 Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says,

• “Oh, that today you would listen as he speaks!

• 3:8 “Do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion, in the day of testing in the 
wilderness.

• 3:9 “There your fathers tested me and tried me, and they saw my works for 
forty years.

• 3:10 “Therefore, I became provoked at that generation and said, ‘Their hearts 
are always wandering and they have not known my ways.’

• 3:11 “As I swore in my anger, ‘They will never enter my rest!’”



Direct Speech in Hebrews

• . 10:15 And the Holy Spirit also witnesses to us, for after saying, 10:16
“This is the covenant that I will establish with them after those days,
says the Lord. I will put my laws on their hearts and I will inscribe 
them on their minds,” 10:17 then he says, “Their sins and their 
lawless deeds I will remember no longer.” 10:18 Now where there is 
forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin.



INSPIRED SPEECH
MEN AND WOMEN SPEAK BY THE SPIRIT



HS Inspired Speech in Matthew

• 10:18 And you will be brought before governors and kings because of 
me, as a witness to them and the Gentiles. 10:19 Whenever they 
hand you over for trial, do not worry about how to speak or what to 
say, for what you should say will be given to you at that time. 10:20
For it is not you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking 
through you. 



HS Inspired Speech in Matthew

• 22:41 While the Pharisees were assembled, Jesus asked them a 
question: 22:42 “What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is 
he?” They said, “The son of David.” 22:43 He said to them, “How then 
does David by the Spirit call him ‘Lord,’ saying,

• 22:44 ‘The Lord said to my lord,

• “Sit at my right hand,

• until I put your enemies under your feet”’?



Inspired Speech in Mark

• 12:35 While Jesus was teaching in the temple courts, he said, “How is 
it that the experts in the law say that the Christ is David’s son? 12:36
David himself, by the Holy Spirit, said,

• ‘The Lord said to my lord,

• “Sit at my right hand,

• until I put your enemies under your feet.”’

• 12:37 If David himself calls him ‘Lord,’ how can he be his son?” And 
the large crowd was listening to him with delight. 



Inspired Speech in Mark

• 13:11 When they arrest you and hand you over for trial, do not worry 
about what to speak. But say whatever is given you at that time, for it 
is not you speaking, but the Holy Spirit. 13:12 Brother will hand over 
brother to death, and a father his child. Children will rise against 
parents and have them put to death. 13:13 You will be hated by 
everyone because of my name. But the one who endures to the end 
will be saved. 



Inspired Speech in Luke

• 12:11 But when they bring you before the synagogues, the rulers, and 
the authorities, do not worry about how you should make your 
defense or what you should say, 12:12 for the Holy Spirit will teach 
you at that moment what you must say.”



HS Inspiration in John

• 14:25 “I have spoken these things while staying with you. 14:26 But 
the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my 
name, will teach you everything, and will cause you to remember 
everything I said to you.



Inspired Speech in Acts

• 1:15 In those days Peter stood up among the believers (a gathering of 
about one hundred and twenty people) and said, 1:16 “Brothers, the 
scripture had to be fulfilled that the Holy Spirit foretold through 
David concerning Judas – who became the guide for those who 
arrested Jesus – 1:17 for he was counted as one of us and received a 
share in this ministry.” 



HS Inspired Speech in Acts

• 4:23 When they were released, Peter and John went to their fellow believers and 
reported everything the high priests and the elders had said to them. 4:24 When 
they heard this, they raised their voices to God with one mind and said, “Master 
of all, you who made the heaven, the earth, the sea, and everything that is in 
them, 4:25 who said by the Holy Spirit through your servant David our forefather,

• ‘Why do the nations rage,

• and the peoples plot foolish things?

• 4:26 The kings of the earth stood together,

• and the rulers assembled together,

• against the Lord and against his Christ.’



Inspired Speech in Acts

• 11:27 At that time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to 
Antioch. 11:28 One of them, named Agabus, got up and predicted by 
the Spirit that a severe famine was about to come over the whole 
inhabited world. (This took place during the reign of Claudius.) 11:29
So the disciples, each in accordance with his financial ability, decided 
to send relief to the brothers living in Judea.



Inspired Speech in Acts

• 21:1 After we tore ourselves away from them, we put out to sea, and sailing a 
straight course, we came to Cos, on the next day to Rhodes, and from there to 
Patara. 21:2 We found a ship crossing over to Phoenicia, went aboard, and put 
out to sea. 21:3 After we sighted Cyprus and left it behind on our port side, we 
sailed on to Syria and put in at Tyre, because the ship was to unload its cargo 
there. 21:4 After we located the disciples, we stayed there seven days. They 
repeatedly told Paul through the Spirit not to set foot in Jerusalem. 21:5 When 
our time was over, we left and went on our way. All of them, with their wives and 
children, accompanied us outside of the city. After kneeling down on the beach 
and praying, 



Inspired Speech in Acts

• 28:23 They set a day to meet with him, and they came to him where 
he was staying in even greater numbers. From morning until evening 
he explained things to them, testifying about the kingdom of God and 
trying to convince them about Jesus from both the law of Moses and 
the prophets. 28:24 Some were convinced by what he said, but 
others refused to believe. 28:25 So they began to leave, unable to 
agree among themselves, after Paul made one last statement: “The 
Holy Spirit spoke rightly to your ancestors through the prophet 
Isaiah 



Inspired Speech in 
1 Corinthians

• 14:1 Pursue love and be eager for the Spiritual gifts, especially that you may 
prophesy. 14:2 For the one speaking in a tongue does not speak to people but to 
God, for no one understands; he is speaking mysteries by the Spirit. 14:3 But the 
one who prophesies speaks to people for their strengthening, encouragement, 
and consolation. 14:4 The one who speaks in a tongue builds himself up, but the 
one who prophesies builds up the church. 14:5 I wish you all spoke in tongues, 
but even more that you would prophesy. The one who prophesies is greater than 
the one who speaks in tongues, unless he interprets so that the church may be 
strengthened.



Inspired Speech in Ephesians

• 3:5 Now this secret was not disclosed to people in former generations 
as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the 
Spirit, 3:6 namely, that through the gospel the Gentiles are fellow 
heirs, fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the 
promise in Christ Jesus. 3:7 I became a servant of this gospel 
according to the gift of God’s grace that was given to me by the 
exercise of his power. 



Inspired Speech 2 Peter

• 1:20 Above all, you do well if you recognize this: No prophecy of 
scripture ever comes about by the prophet’s own imagination, 1:21
for no prophecy was ever borne of human impulse; rather, men 
carried along by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.


