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The Filling of the Holy Spirit

in the 

Old Testament



Spirit Filled in Exodus 35:30-32

Bezalel

• Then Moses said to the 

sons of Israel, "See, the 

LORD has called by name 

Bezalel the son of Uri, the 

son of Hur, of the tribe of 

Judah. "And He has filled 

him with the Spirit of 

God, in wisdom, in 

understanding and in 

knowledge and in all 

craftsmanship; to make 

designs for working in gold 

and in silver and in bronze,



Filling of the Spirit in

Deuteronomy 34:9

Joshuah

• Now Joshua the son 

of Nun was filled with 

the spirit of wisdom, 

for Moses had laid his 

hands on him; and the 

sons of Israel listened 

to him and did as the 

LORD had 

commanded Moses. 



Filling of the Spirit in Micah 3:8

Micah

• On the other hand I 

am filled with power-

-With the Spirit of 

the LORD--And with 

justice and courage 

To make known to 

Jacob his rebellious 

act, Even to Israel 

his sin. 



Don’t Forget…

• OT References to the 

Spirit coming upon 

someone.

• Many OT references to 

God’s glory or smoke 

representing that glory, 

filling the temple or 

even later after the 

Temple/Tabernacle was 

filled.



Spirit Filling in the OT*

Who? Where? What? Why?

Bezalel Wilderness Decorate 

Tabernacle

Enablement

Joshua The 

Wilderness/Mose

s’ Death

Lead Israel 

in conquest 

of Canaan

Enablement

Micah Ministry of 

Prophet

Denounce 

Israel’s sins

Enablement



The Filling of 

the Holy Spirit

in Luke



Spirit Filled in Luke 1:13-17

Prophecy of John the Baptist
• 1:13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, 

Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and your wife 
Elizabeth will bear you a son; you will name him John.
1:14 Joy and gladness will come to you, and many will 
rejoice at his birth, 1:15 for he will be great in the sight of 
the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong drink, and 
he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even before his 
birth. 1:16 He will turn many of the people of Israel to 
the Lord their God. 1:17 And he will go as forerunner 
before the Lord in the Spirit and power of Elijah, to 
turn the hearts of the fathers back to their children and 
the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready 
for the Lord a people prepared for him.”



Spirit Filling in Luke 1:41-45

Elizabeth

• When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped 

in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 

Spirit. She exclaimed with a loud voice, “Blessed are 

you among women, and blessed is the child in your 

womb! And who am I that the mother of my Lord should 

come and visit me? For the instant the sound of your 

greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped 

for joy. And blessed is she who believed that what was 

spoken to her by the Lord would be fulfilled.”

Filling Enabled Exclamation



Spirit Filling in Luke 1:67-69

Zechariah

• Then his father 

Zechariah was filled 

with the Holy Spirit

and prophesied, 

“Blessed be the Lord 

God of Israel, because 

he has come to help 

and has redeemed his 

people. For he has 

raised up a horn of 

salvation for us in the 

house of his servant 

David,…

Filling Enabled Prophecy



Filling of the HS in Luke 4:1-2

Jesus

• 4:1 Then Jesus, full of the 
Holy Spirit, returned from 
the Jordan River and was 
led by the Spirit in the 
wilderness, 4:2 where for 
forty days he endured 
temptations from the devil. 
He ate nothing during 
those days, and when they 
were completed, he was 

famished. Filling Enabled 

40 day fast



Spirit Filling in Luke

Who? Where? What? Why?

John the 

Baptist

John’s’ Bris Filled whole 

life to 

prophesy

Authentication

Authority

Elizabeth Meeting 

Pregnant 

Mary

Exclaimed

Prophesied

Authentication

Enablement

Zechariah Jesus’ Bris Prophesied Authentication 

Enablement

Jesus Desert 40 Day Fast Enablement



The Filling of 

the Holy Spirit

in Acts



Filled in Acts 2:1-4

Disciples

• Now when the day of Pentecost 

had come, they were all together in 

one place. Suddenly a sound like a 

violent wind blowing came from 

heaven and filled the entire house 

where they were sitting. And 

tongues spreading out like a fire 

appeared to them and came to rest 

on each one of them. All of them 

were filled with the Holy Spirit, 

and they began to speak in other 

languages as the Spirit enabled 

them.

Filling 

Enabled 

Tongues



Spirit Filled in Acts 4:8-12

Peter
• Then Peter, filled with the Holy 

Spirit, replied, “Rulers of the people 
and elders, if we are being examined 
today for a good deed done to a sick 
man – by what means this man was 
healed –let it be known to all of you 
and to all the people of Israel that by 
the name of Jesus Christ the 
Nazarene whom you crucified, whom 
God raised from the dead, this man 
stands before you healthy. This Jesus 
is the stone that was rejected by
you, the builders, that has become 
the cornerstone. And there is 
salvation in no one else, for there is 
no other name under heaven given 
among people by which we must be 
saved.”



Spirit Filled in Acts 4:31

Disciples

• 4:31 When they had 

prayed, the place 

where they were 

assembled together 

was shaken, and 

they were all filled 

with the Holy Spirit

and began to speak 

the word of God 

courageously.

Filling Enabled 

Evangelism



Full of the Spirit in Acts 6:5-7

Stephen

• The proposal pleased the entire group, so 
they chose Stephen, a man full of faith 
and of the Holy Spirit, with Philip, 
Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, 
and Nicolas, a Gentile convert to Judaism 
from Antioch. They stood these men 
before the apostles, who prayed and 
placed their hands on them. The word of 
God continued to spread, the number of 
disciples in Jerusalem increased greatly, 
and a large group of priests became 
obedient to the faith.

Filling 

Enabled 

Martyrdom

NO TONGUES



Spirit Filling in Acts 7:54-60

Stephen
• When they heard these things, they became furious and 

ground their teeth at him. But Stephen, full of the Holy 
Spirit, looked intently toward heaven and saw the 
glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of 
God. 7:56 “Look!” he said. “I see the heavens 
opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right 
hand of God!” But they covered their ears, shouting out 
with a loud voice, and rushed at him with one intent 
When they had driven him out of the city, they began to 
stone him, and the witnesses laid their cloaks at the feet 
of a young man named Saul. They continued to stone 
Stephen while he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!” 
Then he fell to his knees and cried out with a loud voice, 
“Lord, do not hold this sin against them!” When he had 
said this, he died. 

NO TONGUES



Spirit Filled in Acts 9:17-19

Saul/Paul
• So Ananias departed and 

entered the house, placed his 

hands on Saul and said, 

“Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, 

who appeared to you on the 

road as you came here, has 

sent me so that you may see 

again and be filled with the

Holy Spirit.” Immediately 

something like scales fell from 

his eyes, and he could see 

again. He got up and was 

baptized, and after taking 

some food, his strength 

returned.

Filling Enabled Sight



Spirit Filling of the HS 

in Acts 11:22-26

Barnabas

• A report about them came to the attention of the church 
in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. When 
he came and saw the grace of God, he rejoiced and 
encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with 
devoted hearts, because he was a good man, full of 
the Holy Spirit and of faith, and a significant number 
of people were brought to the Lord. Then Barnabas 
departed for Tarsus to look for Saul, and when he found 
him, he brought him to Antioch. So for a whole year 
Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught a 
significant number of people. 

Filling Enabled 

Evangelism



Spirit Filled in Acts 13:9-11

Paul

• But Saul (also known as Paul), 
filled with the Holy Spirit, 
stared straight at him 1 and 
said, “You who are full of all 
deceit and all wrongdoing, you 
son of the devil, you enemy of 
all righteousness – will you not 
stop making crooked the 
straight paths of the Lord? Now 
look, the hand of the Lord is 
against you, and you will be 
blind, unable to see the sun for 
a time!” 

NO TONGUES



Spirit Filling in Acts 13:50-52

Disciples
• But the Jews incited the 

God-fearing women of high 
social standing and the 
prominent men of the city, 
stirred up persecution 
against Paul and Barnabas, 
and threw them out of their 
region. So after they shook 
the dust off their feet in 
protest against them, they 
went to Iconium. And the 
disciples were filled with 
joy and with the Holy 

Spirit.

NO TONGUES



Spirit Filling in Acts

Who? Where/When? What? Why?

Disciples @ Temple at Pentecost Tongues of Fire Authentication

Peter @ Sanhedrin Replied to 

charges

Enablement

Disciples Prayer Meeting Evamgelized 

Courageously

Enablement

Stephen @ Sanhedrin Preached Authentication

Enablement

Saul/Paul Blinded in Damascus Vision Restored Enablement

Barnabas Antioch Spread Gospel Enablement

Paul Missionary Journey Denounced 

Magicians

Enablement

Disciples Persecution in Galatia Rejoiced Enablement



FILLING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

IN EPHESIANS



Spirit Filling 

in Ephesians 5:15-20
Disciples

• Therefore be very careful how you live – not as unwise 
but as wise, taking advantage of every opportunity, 
because the days are evil. For this reason do not be 
foolish, but be wise by understanding what the Lord’s will 
is. And do not get drunk with wine, which is debauchery, 
but be filled by the Spirit, speaking to one another in 
psalms, hymns, and Spiritual songs, singing and 
making music in your hearts to the Lord, always 
giving thanks to God the Father for each other in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, and submitting to one 
another out of reverence for Christ. 

NO TONGUES



Spirit Filling in Ephesians

Who? Where? What? Purpose

Ephesian 

Church

Everywhere Singing &

Making 

melody

Worship

NO TONGUES



Signs &Manifestations of 

the Filling of the Spirit

• Great and Loud Music in 

worship service

• Touching and emotional 

sermon with altar call

• Hand waiving

• Dancing

• Tongues

• Leadership of nation I 

battle

• Courage to evangelize

• Preaching

• Speak in dangerous 

circumstances

• Exhortations & 

denunciations of sins



X

• Most significant teaching:  

• John 14-17; 

• Rom. 8; 

• 1 Cor. 12-14; 

• Gal. 5.



X

– Pentecost fulfills Joel 2:28-29 (Acts 2:4).

– John 20 vs. Acts 2 - proleptic?

– Spirit is universal in believers (Rom. 8:9); 
indwells (John 14:16-17); remains (John 
14:16).

• What happens at Pentecost?



Holy Spirit Fills Elizabeth

When Elizabeth 
heard Mary’s 
greeting, the baby 
leaped in her womb 
and Elizabeth was 
filled with the Holy 
Spirit.

Luke 1:41



Holy Spirit Fills John the Baptist

…give him the 
name John…and 
he will be filled 
with the Holy 
Spirit even from 
birth.

Luke 1:



Holy Spirit Fills Zechariah

His father 

Zechariah was 

filled with the 

Holy Spirit and 

prophesied:…

Luke 1:67 



Holy Spirit 

Upon Simeon

Now there was a man in 

Jerusalem called Simeon, 

… . He was waiting for 

the consolation of Israel, 

and the Holy Spirit was 

upon him.   

Luke 2:25


