
The Promised Land
From Malachi to Matthew



Sophisticated Culture on Trade Cross Roads

Jerusalem as it was in Herodôs reign.  

Model, Holy Land Hotel, Jerusalem

Jerusalem as it was in Herodôs reign.  

Model, Holy Land Hotel, Jerusalem



Geography, Scenery and Climate 
ŀ ƭƻǘ ƭƛƪŜ {ŀƴ 5ƛŜƎƻΩǎΗ

òJesus went upó   

and òJesus went 

downó



Roads



Languages

ÅHebrewςLanguage of Liturgy

ÅLoss of knowledge of Hebrew  
outside a few Rabbis 

ÅAramaicςSyrian/Babylonian language 
of the common people

ÅKoineGreek --Language of the 
marketplace

ÅLatin --Language of government



Zenith of Hellenism 
within a few miles of Nazareth

The òMona Lisaó of Galilee

Greek 

Amphitheater in 

Caesaria



GREEKS



Persian Empire Conquered by 
Alexander of Macedonia, 4th Century



!ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊΩǎ 9ƳǇƛǊŜ 
Divided after his Death

ÅPtolemies secured control of 
Egypt

ÅTook possession of Jerusalem

Åheld it until 198

ÅSeleucusobtained Syria and Asia 
Minor

ÅAntiochus III incorporated 
Judea into Seleucid kingdom 
in 198

ÅLaw of Moses: status of royal 
law in Judea

Antiochus III



!ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊΩǎ {ǳŎŎŜǎǎƻǊǎΣ пth to 1st Century  B.C.



MACCABEAN 
REVOLT

ÅάHellenizationέ--From name of Greeks, 
άIŜƭƭŜƴŜǎέ

ÅGreek language, thought & culture

ÅAntiochus IV:

ÅForbids the observance of the 
Mosaic Law

ÅForbids circumcisions 

ÅRededicates the Temple to Zeus

ÅSlaughters a pig on the now pagan 
altar 

Å5ŀƴƛŜƭΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƘŜŎȅ ά!ōƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
5Ŝǎƻƭŀǘƛƻƴέ fulfilled?

Å²ŀǎ !ƴǘƛƻŎƘǳǎ L± ǘƘŜ άǇǊƛƴŎŜέ ƛƴ 5ŀƴƛŜƭΚ

ÅLooking for the Messiah under every 
bed. Now You Know Why they 

Call them Nikes!   Swoosh!

òNikeó-- the 

Winged

Victory



Ʒ Plato (429-347 B.C.)

Doctrine of Ideas or 
Forms

Rule of a ñPhilosopher 
Kingò

Ʒ Aristotle (384-322 
B.C.)

Stressed empiricism

Ʒ Isocrates (436-338 
B.C.)

Advocated Pan-
Hellenism

How can 
I be 

happy?

Greek Philosophy


